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SOUNDS-WRITE

SpeedRead: how to smile, have fun and learn at the same time

Explicit teaching of the units using the Sounds~Write lessons is a pre-requisite to the SpeedRead activity.

SpeedRead is intended to be used as a warm up activity at the beginning of lessons. It can also be used at any other point during the lesson. |
sometimes use it when | change from a task my student is finding a bit of a challenge. SpeedRead is a fun activity in which students are
encouraged to read accurately and fluently at their personal best. Stickers work well as a reward! The record sheet can be completed by the
teacher/tutor to monitor the student’s progress and for the student to see their progress. Some students like to graph their progress, a good use of
laptops or iPads.

The instruction in the box is, ‘Can you read 10 (or 20) words correctly in 30 seconds?’ Research has shown that a fluency rate of 20 words correct in
30 seconds is more likely to result in the skill being maintained. Some students need more practice to get there. If after 3 or 4 attempts there is no
indication that performance is improving you may want to decrease the number of words to be read or increase the amount of time given.

Although all the words included in the units are real words, we have introduced some words which pupils may not know the meanings of. In this
case, simply ask the pupil to read the word and return to discuss its meaning at the end. For example, in Unit 11 <qu>, we have included the word
‘quint’, which is: a tax of one fifth; an organ stop giving tones a fifth higher than normal higher; a set of five persons. Also in Unit 11 is the word
‘quitch’, a type of grass. Some pupils might like to know the meaning of these words and might enjoy being stretched. If pupils are unsure of the
meaning of words, you can talk about meaning or use the opportunity to do some dictionary work (built in homework activity!).

A useful follow-up to this activity is to ask the pupil to spell some or all of these words. Thus, in one session, you might ask the pupil to read the
words and, in the next, to write them, saying the sounds as they do and reading the word. A homework activity could be to use the words in a
sentence or choose a word to write a short story.

For students who lack confidence and require more practice than most to achieve mastery you may find it helpful to bring some familiar words
from the previous unit mastered into the next unit as a stepping stone. This can help increase the confidence of the student. A blank template is
included, as the final page of this file, for the teacher/tutor to build the activity around the individual student’s needs.

Instructions are included on the record sheet on the next page.

Our thanks to Mary Gladstone, who created ‘SpeedRead’ for us.
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Record Sheet

Student:

Date started: Date achieved:

Date

Score

Comment:

Date started: Date achieved:

Date

Score

Comment:

You will need to explain to your student that we are going to see how many words they can read accurately in 30 seconds. Tell them they are all words they
have seen before. Students enjoy racing the stopwatch.

Time your student reading from the reading sheet. Record the number of correct responses on the record sheet.

20 words read correctly in 30 seconds = achieved
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Sit

Sit

Tim

mat

Can you read 10 words correctly
in 30 seconds?

at

\

Tam

Units 1 & 2 words — Reading for accuracy

Ic

sip
tap
Tom
mop
top
nip
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tag
mob
gas
hit
bet
cup

get

B

N

Can you read 10 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

cap

bit

Unit 3 words — Reading for accuracy

hat

nib

hog

cab

© Sounds~Write Ltd



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-olmk0RoBrvfyM&tbnid=qMcoQ3Ov-t4I9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://drawsketch.about.com/od/learntodrawanimals/ig/Animal-Drawings/Koala.htm&ei=IGaUUvqSMYrfkgW-s4CwBw&psig=AFQjCNEZ-F1m3h9Y330BUcD1w9eAcEgJ5w&ust=1385543206173473

Can you read 10 words correctly
bad in 30 seconds? L men
nod
* set
dam FN 'f hip

L dig - , fit
Jed ﬂ u bed
L fog e \

hen

hid

vet

met dog peg fig din begﬂ

Unit 4 words — Reading for accuracy © Sounds~Write Ltd
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rib

bus

let

L dug

sum

kid

rot

Can you read 10 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

mum

Unit 5 words — Reading for accuracy

lid

ug

pal

)

t
log
finy
gum
/\

red
/\/

dip

bed
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L jet

Zip

win

g

L jam

wig

wed

Can you read 10 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

Jug

Unit 6 words — Reading for accuracy

jot

web

wet
-

jab

job

Zed

ey

wag zap woRk

jut ﬂ
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jam

iy

Wig

J

]

Jog

L jug

jet
web

fez

B

Can you read 10 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

job

CVC words — Reading for accuracy Unit 6

wag

woR

wed

jab

jot

N\
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Can you read 10 words correctly
Jox in 30 seconds? L jazz
=
yap
mess
box ) will
4 fi
{
e e

AE ey iy (i fj e

Unit 7: CVC words — Reading for accuracy © Sounds~Write Ltd
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H— L\

SIX
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sell

yes

&

tell

mix

huff

5

messS

Can you read 10 words correctly
in 30 seconds?

L jazz

will

puff

B

tyf

/‘ Sax

Unit 7: CVC words — Reading for accuracy

yap

yet

faT
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Can you read 20 words correctly
and

—

in 30 seconds?

ant

[end
=
B

pond

best

sink

kept

& & ¢

Unit 8: VCC & CVCC words — Reading for accuracy

left

-

nest

wept

film

gift

limp

-

:
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SpeedRead

/@j Can you read 10 words correctly tusk
] in 30 seconds?
ants
Rept

L lost
©

w]]
L,Pump
and /‘ N N A . Lﬂi

L jump hand limp milk asp AULS

Unit 8 VCC, CVCC words — Reading for accuracy © Sounds~Write Ltd



Can you read 10 words correctly
soft in 30 seconds?
blot
must

—
[
L nest
L grut fact grill kilt skin W rift

Units 8 & 9: CVCC, CCVC words — Reading for accuracy © Sounds~Write Ltd
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swop

stag

g

ret

Jlugf

skid

B

i@

B

grw

Can you read 10 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

cram

grill

Units 9: CCVC words — Reading for accuracy

siff

skin

)

spell

N\
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grit

stuff

B

slap

B

drum

Can you read 10 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

trim

blob

Units 9: CCVC words — Reading for accuracy

drip

slog

)

flit

N\
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Can you read 20 words correctly
blink in 30 seconds?
o
% - o

o
o . - C
beel] .. (696 -
7, ;"’s :
/ - /

stamp

[w@ A =E
crabs :
L prod

smelt trump print slept snob 9rand_

Units 9 & 10: CCVC, CVCC, CCVCC, CVCCC, CCcvC words — Reading for accuracy © Sounds~Write Ltd



blank
risS

yanks

steps

scrub

B

ramps

Can you read 20 words correctly
in 30 seconds?

drift

limps

slump

stank

dusts

sprat /W

cramp

Unit 10: CCVCC, CVCCC, CCCVC words — Reading for accuracy

drops
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sprig

R

1

glitz

stunt /‘

flint

-

strap

Can you read 20 words correctly
in 30 seconds?

L winks

stilt

strip

scram /‘

Unit 10: CCVCC, CVCCC, CCCVC words — Reading for accuracy

lamps
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Can you read 20 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

Unit 11: /ch/ words — Reading for accuracy

chop
L/\\\\\:] chunk
L/\Siﬂtéj‘ finch
chips
L/ P munch
\Tiﬁ\:] lunch
T
such
"”/ bunch
L/inCh chant chest chimp bench rnuch_/w
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-

L/ dash

mash

\

I

crash

B

Can you read 20 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

i

fish

Unit 11: /sh/ words — Reading for accuracy

shift

L
-

trash

shred
shrub

shrug

o

dish

brush

:
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]

thank

L/_theft
tenth

lf

i)

&

L/thunq)

4

-

Can you read 20 words correctly

in 30 seconds?

than

that

Unit 11: /th / words — Reading for accuracy

with

them
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Can you read 20 words correctly

back

in 30 seconds?

L

%{81 The Queen’s Quill

,)ds -\N‘

Susan Case

neck

/

sick

Unit 11: /ck/ words — Reading for accuracy © Sounds~Write Ltd
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song

o =

‘@

bang

A

ﬂng

:

sﬂng

)

smﬂng

Can you read 10/20 words

correctly in 30/60 seconds?

-

Unit 11: /ng/ words — Reading for accuracy

songs

things W

rungs
slings 1
wings
lung
thong

Wlng str'mg

bring

long

-
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queen

quiz

Can you read 10/20 words

correctly in 30/60 seconds?

=

Unit 11: /qu/ words — Reading for accuracy

quack

quip W

quiff ﬂ

squid

quell

quh1fw

quench

-

quest

quint

et
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_ N\

Z

lel

Can you read 10 words correctly
in 30 seconds?

SOUNDS-WRITE
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